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G 
reetings, 
 

As I write, winter has still not loosened her grip, but the 

lengthening days give me hope that spring will come once again . . . it 
might just take some time.  Iôm looking forward to the start of a new 

fishing season.  Last year wasnôt so good, but one thing about fishing, and 

life in general, thereôs always another opportunity around the corner.  It 

wasnôt that last yearôs fishing was a total disaster, itôs just that it started 
out so good that I took for granted that it would be the 

best fishing season ever.  I dreamed of days to come 

and the seasons of the fishing calendar that lay before 
me, as visions of big trout filled my head. 

 

It was with pretty good reason that I felt this way.  The 
Hendrickson fishing was spectacular.  A very early 

spring put the big waters of the Au Sable in a fishable 

condition that Iôve never seen before for the opener.  I 

experienced the perfect day when the hatch was just 
right, I had exactly the right fly, and the fish behaved 
like kids in a candy shopñthey just couldnôt refuse my 
offerings!  Oh boy, I thought, I finally have this all 

figured out.  Bring on the sulfurs, bring on the drakes, 

bring on the Hexes, I fear no fish or fly.  Dumb move 
on my part because, just to spite me Iôm convinced, 

Mother Nature pretty much put an end to my season then and there.  I 

heard about the fantastic brown drake hatch the night before, or  how the 

See Meanders, page 11 
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Calendar of Events 

 

Paul Morand, chapter president 

RIFLE RIVER  
RESTORATION PROJECT 

Saturday, August 20, 2011 

Location & time to be determined. 

Contact Bob Spence at 989-799-6617  

or rsspe2@chartermi.net 

SPRING FUNDRAISING BANQUET 
Friday, April 8, 2011 

Trillium Banquet Center, Saginaw. 
 

É 

AU SABLE RIVER CLEANUP 
Saturday, April 16, 2011 

M-33 Access Site in Mio 

MERSHON BOARD MEETINGS 
Wednesday, April 6, 2011 

Wednesday, May 4, 2011 

5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Gander Mountain, Saginaw 

(No board meetings during summer months.) 
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The banquet committee is 
working hard to ensure everyone 

has a good time and there is 

something available to fit 
everyoneôs needs.    

 

If you have something you 

would like to donate for 

auction, please contact Don 

Albrecht at 989-245-5819.   
 
We are looking forward to seeing 

all of you at the banquet and 

together enjoying a great meal 
and having some fun during  

the auctions.  É 
 

April 8th spring 

banquet raffle 

items tempting 
by Don Albrecht, banquet committee 

 

 

T 
his yearôs spring banquet 

raffle items are shaping 

up to be a great 
opportunity to buy some really 

nice items and help our coldwater 

fishery projects at the same time.   

 
Here are just a few of the items 

weôll have available. 

¶ Raffle for your choice of a 
great shotgun or rifle 

¶ Raffle for an Orvis superfine 

804-4 fly rod with CFO-II 

reel loaded with Wonderline 
Gen 3 trout line 

¶ Orvis PM-10, 9-ft, 4-wt rod 
¶ Bench hand built by Bill 

Nancarol 

¶ ñHess Knifeworksò hunting 
knife 

¶ Four different opportunities 

for overnight stays on one of 

Michiganôs rivers 
¶ Two wooden fishing nets 

¶ Several different boxes of 

flies 
¶ Several sets of ear rings and 

necklaces for the ladies 

¶ Fitover Polaroid sunglasses 
¶ Membership to the 

Childrenôs Zoo, including a 

private penguin feeding 

¶ Several bottles of wine 
¶ Tickets for 4 to a Loons 

baseball game 

¶ Many more ñmust haveò 
items that youôll want to buy 

 

tickets or raffle tickets, please 
contact Howard Johnson at  

(989) 280-0381 or 

hnjohnson@aol.com.   
 

Our seating is limited, so donôt 

delay!  É 

Mark Twain is 

coming to 

Saginaw! 
 

 

A 
 very special evening of 

entertainment is planned 

for this yearôs annual 

Mershon Spring Fundraising 
Banquet, and youôll want to bring 

the entire family!  Yes, Mark 

Twain has been found alive and 
well and will entertain us with his 

stories and fly-fishing tales. 

 

Mr. Dean Robb, of Suttons Bay, 
is our featured speaker. His 

wonderful impersonations of 

Mark Twain and entertaining 
stories have been enjoyed by 

many other TU chapters, and we 

are very excited to be bringing 
him to Saginaw. 

 

Mr. Robb is a noted attorney, has 
been appointed to many 

committees and commissions, 

and was once nominated for the 

Michigan Supreme Court. Since 
the mid 1980ôs, he has 

entertained countless audiences, 

doing a one-person show as Mark 
Twain.  Believe me, this yearôs 

speaker will not be the time 

youôll want to go for a drink or 
look at the auctions.  

 

Remember, itôs Friday April 8th, 

beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Trillium Banquet Center on State 

Street in Saginaw.  Wonderful 

prizes, live and write-in auctions, 
and Mark Twain will make this 

yearôs annual banquet a night to 

remember.  To buy banquet 

mailto:hnjohnson@aol.com
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WILLIAM B. MERSHON CHAPTER OF TROUT UNLIMITED 

48th Annual 

Spring Fundraising Banquet 

Friday, April 8, 2011 
TRILLIUM  BANQUET CENTER 

6200 State Street, Saginaw 

Gluttonous eat ing 

Fierce bidding 

Spir i ted conversat ion 

Outrageous stor ies 

Dinner tickets are $40 and are available by contacting Howard N. Johnson at 989-753-6373. 

SSSHOTGUNHOTGUNHOTGUN    RRRAFFLEAFFLEAFFLE   - $10 each 
The winner will get their choice of either gun: 
 

Browning 12-ga Super Lightning Grade I 
Featuring: 26" Over/under backbored, vent-rib barrel, 3" chrome-plated chapter 2-round 
capacity, with Lightning-style stock, Gloss-finish Walnut Schnabel forearm Blued barrel 
Engraved border, gold accents. 
 

OR 
 

Weatherby Mark V Sporter, with Leopold 3-9x50 VX-2 Scope 
Featuring: Factory-tuned, fully adjustable trigger, Raised comb Monte Carlo walnut stock with 
satin finish, Fineline diamond point checkering and rosewood forend and grip cap. 
 

A maximum of 300 tickets will be sold . 

CCCARDARDARD   RRRAFFLESAFFLESAFFLES   - $10 each 
Flies by Jac Ford, 6 dozen with box, with one dozen 

per year for four years and a donated fishing trip. 

5:00 p.m.  5:00 p.m.  5:00 p.m.     Á  Hors dôoeuvres and cash bar, price-gazing and generous bidding . 
7:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m.     Á  Buffet Diner, including Carved Prime Rib, Baked Salmon, and 
  Grilled Port Medallions . 
8:00 p.m.  8:00 p.m.  8:00 p.m.     Á  Mark Twain will be visiting Saginaw for the eveningð 
 accompanied by Mr. Dean Robb.  And, Live Auction.  

FFFLYLYLY   RRRODODOD   RRRAFFLEAFFLEAFFLE   - $5 each 
Orvis Superfine Touch 804-4 Outfit   

Includes:  8ô 4-weight, 4-piece Full-Flex 8.0 Superfine Touch fly rod 
CFO II disc drag fly reel, WF-4-F Wonderline Generation 3 trout 

fly line, backing, rod tube, rod sack, and reel case 
 Rod is hand-scribed: Mershon ChapterïTU 

 

Donated by Little Forks Outfitters. 
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other debris.  New this year will 
be the opportunity to fish this 

stretch of the Au Sable prior to 

the official opener the last 
Saturday in April.  So, come on 

out for a morning of cleaning and 

an afternoon of fishing!   

 
If interested, please contact Tom 

Buhr at 989-745-4957 or email 

tombuhr@asbwpa.org to sign up.  
If flash floods (not likely) or late 

spring blizzards (maybe) prevent 

the cleanup, participants will be 
notified 48 hours before  

the event.  É 

Au Sable Big 

Water 

Preservation 

Association plans 

spring cleanup 
 

T 
he Au Sable Big Water 
Preservation Association 

(ASBWPA) is hosting a 

spring cleanup of the Au Sable 
River below Mio on Saturday, 

April 16th.  If you would like to 

participate, plan on meeting at the 

M-33 Access Site in Mio at 10:00 
a.m.  Coffee and donuts will be 

provided, along with t-shirts or 

some other swag! 
 

The spring cleanup is a low-key 

event to take advantage of a lack 
of bankside vegetation to spot 

those pesky bottles, cans and 

Project Healing Waters sessions will begin again  

at the  

Lutz VA Hospital in Saginaw  

at the end of March.   

If you would like to volunteer, provide assistance, or need more information,  

please contact Dale Hernden at 989-798-6652 or DaleHernden@charter.net. 

mailto:tombuhr@asbwpa.org
mailto:DaleHernden@charter.net
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S 
ometimes people struggle 
with the idea of a favorite 

fly. I do! The thought is 

provoking to me. Over time, I've 
had many favorite flies. You 

know, the ones you catch a lot of 

fish with . . . or the dry fly you 

can actually see. Over the years, 
people have presented many of 

their ideas to the thought of why 

this fly is a favorite of theirs. 
 

When not really hatch fishing but 

not wanting to fish wet, my 
thoughts vary widelyðfrom what 

time of the year it is to what 

might work when nothing is 

really happening. Sometimes I 
think, let's just throw something 

out there. A terrestrial, attractor, 

stimulator, or maybe just 
something big and juicy. My 

thoughts really waverðmore of 

an emotional event than a well-
thought-out  one. 

 

I fished the spring creeks for over 

thirty years near Livingston, 
Montana. With all of these years 

fishing them, I had many 

favorites: the comparadun, 
sparkle dun, Marinaro spinner, a 

emerger developed by Tom 

Travis, and an emerger that later 

became Jac's emerger to many, 
which still will out-fish them all. 

Maybe, I just get bored and try to 

use different flies. Maybe, it's the 
fisherman's success. Or, maybe 

these flies just worked because of 

where they were utilized.  
Who knows? 
 

Then, there's steelhead fishing. 

Over nearly forty years, I have 
had a bunch of favorites. Some 

ideas came from others, some 

common sense, and some trial-

and-error. For years, my favorite 
was a pattern given to me by an 

old friend on the Pere Marquette 
River, Zimmie Nolph, called the 

"Spring Wiggler," which I 

utilized nearly exclusively for 
nearly a decade, with a few eggs 

thrown in. When I started guiding 

for steelhead, I begin to try many 

other things. The hareôs ear 
nymph was a favorite for several 

years, catching more on this fly 

each year. Then, along came a 
friend in Bob Linsenman's micro 

egg, which was very easy to tie 

and caught a lot of steelhead fish. 
Then, realizing the amount of 

stones on the PM, the stone fly 

became another favorite, catching 

more steelies than any other. The 
green caddis pupae was also a 

favorite, catching more than any 

other fly for several years. Then, 
along came a client and now very 

good friend, Lee Adams. He 

introduced me the egg-suckin-
leech in a way I'll never forget. 

Lee was a beginner and out-

fished a very good nymph 

fisherman on that day. It was 
obvious that the steelies wanted 

that fly more than anything we 

had to use that day.  Does it 
surprise you that this fly became 

my favorite for years to come, 

catching more than anything 

else? And, now my favorite fly 
for steelies is an egg pattern that I 

tie. It's a little different, and guess 

what, it catches more steelies 
every year for me now. 
 

One thing that is really constant 

about my favorite steelhead fly is 
that it's the one that I tie the most 

and, therefore, naturally, use the 

most each year. I suppose my 
next favorite steelhead fly will be 

the one that I'll tie and use the 

most this spring. 

 

(Continued on page 7) 

Not another 

favorite fly? 
by Jac Ford, chapter vice-president 
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I also, encourage you to request 
more tickets to buy or sell. We 

still have a few weeks before the 

banquet for more sales. This is 
your opportunity to support the 

coldwater resources that Trout 

Unlimited and our  

chapter support. 
 

Please, financially support 

your fun and enjoyment. 
 

You can contact me at  
989-791-4042 or 

richardalbosta@yahoo.com  

for more tickets. 
 

Good luck and see you at  

the banquet!! 

 
Dick Albosta, banquet 

committee  É 

Gun and rod 

raffle tickets 
 

M 
ershon Chapter 

members, please be 

aware that these two 
raffles are the largest money-

making raffles of the year for our 

chapter. I encourage you to buy 
and/or sell all of the tickets that 

were sent to you in February. 

replied, "Don't worry. I've got it 
embedded in my mind."  Just last 

week, two clients caught five 

browns over sixteen inches ,with 
one being twenty-four inches.  

My "snow puppy" named by 

Linsenman may be in the back 

seat for a while. Why?  
Because I've fallen in love with 

my new one. Look at last yearôs 

Muddler, and you to will know 
how to tie my favorite streamer. 

 

And, yes. Recently, I started 
working on my next favorite 

streamer. My client, who is a 

friend that loves and knows 

streamer fishing very well, tried it 
out recently. His first reaction? 

ñWow! It looks great in the water 

and what action." He fished 
streamers much of the day and 

never had a chaseðnot ONE. 
Must have been the right fly on 

the wrong day.  

 
You see, I've got several in my 

fly box . . . this fly still might 

become a favorite next year.  É 

 

Last year, I had an idea that a 

certain color is seldom used in a 
streamer pattern. I tied some, 

tried some, and caught lots. I 

formed an absolutely positive 

attitude toward this fly early last 
spring, when, after just a few 

casts, my friend, Carey, hooked 

and landed a big brown, maybe 
twenty-three inches long. Man,  

I'm glad I tied a lot of them last 

winter, because I'm still using 
them, and it's fall.  To give you 

an idea, while fishing with 

Tommy Lynch last summer (he 

was rowing that day), he 
commented that he had "never 

seen so many big browns hooked 

up in one dayðever." When 
asked if he wanted a sample, he 

(Continued from page 6) 

mailto:richardalbosta@yahoo.com
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the fly just as it came into the 
bright sun.  I also used a similar 

nymph on a dropper behind a 

Sparkle Grub and caught eight 
smallmouth and rock bass in 

about and hour.  I am looking 

forward to using this fly next year 

to catch steelhead and more big 
smallmouth. If you have any 

comments or suggestions email 

me at Jocko@tm.net.  É 

Jockoôs Brown 

Drake/Hex 

Nymph 
by John Johnson 

 
 

I 
 have sampled my local 
rivers for years and very 

often collect a nymph that 

looks like a small hex nymph. 
Careful examination of the 

nymph indicates that it is in fact a 

brown drake nymph (the brown 

drake nymph nose is concave 
rather than convex, like the hex).  

In spite of the fact that it belongs 

to the burrowing mayfly group, 
this nymph is found in fast, open 

water, not just in mud flats like 

the hex.    I have used this fly for 
several years and have caught 

steelhead and smallmouth bass on 

it.  Until recently, I formed the 

gills by a method that was 
suggested by Bruce Richards.   

This involved using a tool made 

from Velcro wrapped and glued 
on a ¼-inch dowel to tease the 

dubbing out to form the gills. I 

also used turkey for the wings 

and burned mono for eyes.  The 
latest version has been simplified, 

so that it is faster to tie. 

I used a similar 

nymph last year 

to catch a 17ò 
smallmouth in 

clear shallow 

water at about 

noon.  I cast the 
fly about sixty 

feet from the 

canoe into the 
shade near the 

bank.  I could see 

the smallmouth 
chase and grab 

Brown Drake Nymph Hex Nymph 

Materials: 

¶ Hook: #6 or #4 Streamer hook 1X Strong, 4X Long (use a #8 for a brown drake nymph) 

¶ Thread: Polyester 3/0 

¶ Wing: Peacock herl (Fleximent coated Turkey optional) 

¶ Tail: Pheasant tail fibers 

¶ Body: Yellow rabbit fur 

¶ Hackle: Light tan hen hackle or tan silicone rubber legs 

¶ Eyes: Burned .040 mono (optional) 

A 17ò smallmouth on a nymph. 
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Tying Procedures: 
1. Wrap front of the hook starting 1/8ò back from 

eye with ten wraps of .030ò nontoxic lead wire. 
2. Cover the hook with the thread.  Starting 1/8ò 

from back of hook form a 6ò dubbing loop.  Pull 

the loop up and wrap to back of hook (this will 
allow the loop to be tight at the top and make it 

possible for the loop to hold the rabbit fur in 

place).  Pull the loop down and insert dubbing 
hook.  Clamp the lower end of the hook with 

hemostats. 

3. Cut three inches of yellow rabbit fur from a 1/4 

ñ wide strip of rabbit fur.  The fur should be 
about 1/2ò long. (do not include the guard hair 

length- they will be pulled out later).  

4. Insert the rabbit fur at the top of the loop and 
spread it out along the length of the loop.  Pull 

the fur so that the butt ends are even and project 

out about 1/16ò. 
5. Spin the dubbing hook until it looks like fur 

chenille. (Dub using a single thread dubbing 

method and tease out the sides with a Velcro 

hook tool- optional) 
6. Wrap the dubbing forward to cover ¾ of the 

hook. 

7. Tie in about eight peacock herl fibers with the 
ends extending to the rear of the fly.  Cut the 

herl in half and tie them on top of the first eight 

fibers. 

8. Tie in a light colored hen hackle feather .  The 
fibers should be about 1.5 times the hook gap.  

Cut the soft fibers off and leave about 1/4 ñof 

the butt end of the feather free of fibers. 
Optional- tie in two light brown silicone rubber 

legs. 

9. Using additional yellow rabbit fur dub the front 
of the fly leaving about 1/8ò free for the 

head.Using hackle pliers wind the hackle 

forward and tie off. Pull down the peacock fibers 

down and tie off.  Leave 1/8 gap for the head. 
10. Wrap the thread to form a tapered head and half-

hitch off. 

11. Cut the fur off of the top and bottom of the 
abdomen of the fly. Pull out any guard hairs. 

12. Lay the fly flat on the table and using a black 

magic marker color the gills black. Mark the top 
of the abdomen of the nymph with brown   or 

black dots using a magic marker.   

13. Bend the front half of the hook up to give it a 

swimming nymph look (optional). 
Big smallmouth habitat on Midlandôs Pine River. 

The completed fly. 

The rabbit fur in the loop, ready  

for spinning 
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T 
he North Woods Call is no 
more; ñThe NEWSpaper 

for people who love the 

Northò is silent.  Glen Sheppard, 
the publisher, writer, and heart 

and soul of Michiganôs premier 

conservation newspaper for more 

than forty years passed away on 
January 5, 2011. 

 

Glen Sheppard, ñShep,ò was an 
uncompromising advocate for all 

things wild in Michigan.  And at 

the same time, he was an 
unflinching and fearless opponent 

of rapacious polluters, neglectful 

politicians, or even fishermen or 

hunters too timid or lazy to speak 
out for our precious natural 

resources.  Shep always 

approached any conservation 
issue with a very straightforward 

premise.  He, of course, said it 

bestðthe masthead of his 
newspaper proclaimed, ñAn 

admittedly biased newspaper 

dedicated to the proposition that 

there is only one side in any issue 
involving natural resourcesé

NATURES!ò  Simple, direct, you 

either stand up and speak out for 
Mama Nature or you are just on 

the wrong side of any resource 

question.  Sort of like Art 

Neumannôs idea that if you take 
care of the trout streams, the trout 

will take care of themselves.  

 
To say that Glen Sheppardôs 

North Woods Call was a one man 

show would be quite true.  He 
had the unlimited contacts in the 

conservation community, the 

immense talent as a reporter and 
writer, and the passionate desire 

that his little giant of a newspaper 

did all it could to protect 
Michiganôs wild places.  A one-

man show, yes indeed, well, noé

not quite.  Mary Lou, Glenôs 

loving wife of many years, 
supported him every step of the 

way on his long crusade for 

conservation. 
 

Glen Sheppard was very proud of 

his combat service in the 
military; he mentioned it often in 

his writings.  So, now he has 

answered his final roll call and 

passed along the way that is the 
final destination of any mortal 

soul.  I most humbly believe that 

when the Lord welcomed him to 
the hereafter, He must have 

saidéñWelcome, good steward. 

Your job was well done; you 
have sheltered my wild things.  

Rest, now, alongside my quiet 

waters.ò  É 

Last Call for  

The North Woods 

Call 
In Memoriam of  

Glen Sheppard 
January 20, 1936ïJanuary 5, 2011 
 

by Craig Bublitz, chapter director 
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there are many ways to support 
the mission of TU.  Be vigilant. 

No one likely suspected that an 

oil spill would wreak havoc on 
the Kalamazoo River last 

summer.  Yet, did you know 

there are oil pipelines owned by 

the same company that cross the 
Au Sable River?  Educate 

ourselves.  Natural gas extraction 

in Michigan offers great promise, 
but what are the potential costs of 

current extraction methods?  How 

might invasive species impact an 
ecosystem?  Support the chapter.  

Attend a dinner or banquet and 

bring along a friend or family 

member.   Join a work crew and 
repair a river bank or collect 

water temperature data.  As you 

can see, there are many things 
that can be done on behalf of 

Trout Unlimited, and all are 

important. And, as it turns out, 
we are the people others take for 

granted, and our efforts are 

essential to the coldwater 

resources of Michigan. Itôs a 

huge responsibility, but Iôm 
confident we will continue to 

meet all challenges, and we 

should all be proud of that. 
 

Paul Morand, President 

hexes blanketed the river and 
there was a big fish feeding 

barely a rodôs length away and 

two more just slightly farther, but 

I never experience it myself.  
Even the white flies failed me, 

and we never showed up together 

at the same time or place.  I took 
it for granted that a season that 

began so well would end up even 

better.  Funny about taking things 
for granted . . . rarely do they stay 

as you would desire. 

 

Do we take too many things for 
granted?  Are we willing to let 

someone else work to ensure that 

our rivers and streams stay 
pristine?  Membership in an 

organization such as Trout 

Unlimited clearly signals good 
intentions, but what can we do to 

ensure clean, vibrant coldwater 

rivers and streams? It turns out 

Meanders, continued from page 1 


